SUPPORTING US...
BEAUFORT AND SKIPTON HEALTH
SERVICE FOUNDATION
The Beaufort and Skipton Health
Service Foundation Limited is an
independent organisation which
administers donations and source
grants for the benefit of Beaufort
and Skipton Health Service.
The Foundation was established
in 1992, and since then have been
able to purchase significant land in
Beaufort near the hospital footprint,
in the hope of a larger development in
the future, as the community grows.

Mr. Jim Cox, President of the
Foundation is keen to hear from
members of the community
who are interested in joining the
Foundation’s Board and also
welcome any testamentary gifts
or donations.
For more information regarding
the BSHS Foundation, please
email admin@bashsf.org.au
or write to Beaufort
and Skipton Health Service
Foundation Limited, P.O. Box
115, Beaufort. Victoria. 3373.
Meryn Pease (CEO) and Jim Cox (President
BSHS Foundation) look at bus options

NEW BUSES ON THEIR WAY

IN MEMORY

OF MRS. THELMA FLETCHER

We are pleased to report that work is progressing
with two new buses on the horizon for BSHS.
These new smaller buses will replace the current
larger bus which has been out of use for several
months and will enable our staff and volunteers
to take our residents on outings and excursions.
Our sincere thanks goes to the BSHS Foundation
who have worked hard to secure the necessary
grants which have been made possible with the
support and generous contributions from the
BSHS Foundation, Beaufort Community Bank
and the Stockyard Hill Windfarm.
It was an exciting moment recently when
residents and staff were given the opportunity to
view some of the bus models and options and
provide their feedback on their preferences.
After considering this feedback we will progress
with selecting the buses that best suit our
resident’s needs and look forward to having
these vehicles on the road.

TRIVIA NIGHT

(Friday March 13, 6.30pm)

The ‘BSHS Trivia Night’ will be hosted by ‘Trivia with a
Twist’ who are well known for providing a night that is
unique and different to any other trivia night that you
may have attended. These trivia nights are all about
entertainment, fun and lots of laughter.

Meryn Pease (CEO), Malcolm Fletcher (Mrs. Fletcher’s son), Pat
Hutchinson (President of Skipton Op Shop), Kerrie Royal (Mrs. Fletcher’s
granddaughter) and Darren White (Corporate Services Manager).

Beaufort and Skipton Health Service extended
their sincerest gratitude recently with the
announcement of a generous donation from the
Skipton Op Shop. The funds donated by the Op Shop
have supported the purchase of a new dishwasher
at the Skipton Brigadoon Hostel. This donation
was made in loving memory of the late Mrs. Thelma
Fletcher, a popular resident of the hostel and dedicated
community member.

Throughout the night there will be a raffle, auction of
items and opportunities to raise funds through several
games. If anyone would like to donate any items for
the raffle or auction, please contact Erica Smith by
emailing ericas@bshs.org.au or calling 5349 1668.
Tickets available by contacting Tahlia Landt on
5349 1600.

For all the latest news
follow us on Facebook

To be a vibrant provider of care

AUTUMN EDITION 2020

CEO UPDATE
We have certainly stepped into the new decade and year with some extreme
weather conditions and unprecedented bushfires across Victoria and New South
Wales. Our colleagues in East Gippsland and Northeast Victoria have seen major
devastation, with homes and lives lost in the bushfires and closer to home the
Lexton-Ben Major fire.

I want to express my deepest sympathies to the
people affected by these devastating bushfires
and trust in the weeks ahead that those affected
will find some relief and positive renewal, both
emotionally and physically.
I know members of our staff and community
have volunteered to help out these communities
and their efforts are greatly appreciated. The
CFA volunteers do not seek recognition for
helping protect our communities by putting their
own lives at risk each time they respond to a fire.
It is important that we support our community
and the local CFA in the work they do and where
possible, express our sincerest appreciation for
their efforts.
As such, BSHS is conducting a staff and
community Trivia Night on the 13th March, 2020
(Beaufort Community Bank Complex, 39 Park
Road, Beaufort) with all funds raised going to our
local Beaufort and Skipton CFA brigades.

This evening will be an opportunity for our
residents, staff and community to get together
for an evening of fun and laughter, while raising
funds for a great cause. I extend an invitation
to our community to get behind this event and
come along for a great fun night!

Staff look forward to the upcoming Trivia Night

YOU ARE INVITED TO COMPLETE OUR ‘COMMUNITY NEEDS SURVEY’
Listening to our community is important, which is
why Beaufort and Skipton Health will be surveying
our community, commencing in March, to
understand better the effectiveness of our services
and programs that are considered the most vital
to the health and well-being of the community.

Surveys are available at our Health Service
reception areas, the Beaufort and Skipton Post
Office and the Beaufort Community House and
Learning Centre.
To access the electronic survey please go to:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/77SJJVR

We invite members of the community to
please take a moment to tell us what our
community needs by using the link or filling out
one of the surveys.

For more information or to get a copy of our
survey, please contact Andrea Flenley on
5349 1620 or email andreaf@bshs.org.au
Survey open from 2 March 2020 to 17 April 2020.

CEO UPDATE (continued)

SKIPTON CAMPUS

The new year has also seen Dr Pushpa
Ravindranayagam and Dr. Phil Kyaw move
into the new ‘Beaufort Family Practice’ rooms
at 54 Neill Street, Beaufort. Dr. Pushpa
Ravindranayagam and Dr. Phil Kyaw will
continue to provide treatment to patients
through the acute, urgent care, transition care
program and residential aged care services at
Beaufort and Skipton Health Service. We thank
them for their ongoing support and service to
our community.

Beaufort and Skipton Health Service wish to
confirm that the Skipton Medical Practice have a
locum doctor on site, five days per week. All GP
appointments can be made by calling the Skipton
Medical Practice on 5340 1110 between the hours of
9:00am and 5:00pm, Monday to Friday.

The BSHS Board and Executive have
unwavering commitment to ensure continued
medical services for our communities. We now
have a locum doctor for the Skipton Medical
Practice on site five days per week. Please
refer to the notice in this newsletter which
details our ongoing GP and Allied Health
Services that are available.

Skipton Allied Health Services Available:

To assist us in developing and understanding
our communities needs for improved health
services we will be circulating a ‘Community
Needs Survey’ throughout our region and invite
members of the community to complete and
return our survey. This survey will be pivotal
in assisting us with our future planning for the
Health Service.
I am sure that we will have a fantastic 2020 that
assists us to deliver on our vision of being a
‘Vibrant provider of care’.
If you have any questions or queries, please
don’t hesitate to contact me by emailing
bshs@bshs.org.au or phoning (03) 5349 1682.
Meryn Pease
CEO

For all Allied Health enquiries and
appointments, please call:
Skipton Hospital
P: 5340 1100
(Skipton Allied Health bookings)
8:30am-4:30pm, Monday to Friday
Skipton Medical Practice
P: 5340 1110 (GP appointments)
9:00am-5:00pm, Monday to Friday.
Beaufort Allied Health Service
P: 5349 1610
(Beaufort Allied Health Service bookings)
Between the hours of 9:00am and
5:00pm, Monday to Friday.

In addition to this commitment Beaufort and Skipton
Health Service wish to reassure the community that
there are no changes to the Allied Health services that
the organisation provides.

Service

Appointments

Physiotherapy

Mondays (8:45am - 11:45am)

EDUCATION REMAINING
A MAJOR FOCUS AT BSHS
Much appreciation must go to Kim Stevens
and her Education Team who continue to
play a vital role in training and education
for our staff. The Education Team has also
enjoyed some growth with the addition of
two Clinical Support Nurses, Georgie Jenkins
and Jenni Gordon. The support of these
talented professionals will assist the team
greatly with the training program for the year.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
(9am - 4pm)

Diabetic Educator

4th Monday of the month
(9am - 4pm)

Dietitian

Every second Thursday
(9:30am - 3:30pm)

Occupational
Therapist

Wednesdays
(8:30am - 4pm)

Petrina Phillips and John Morrison taking part in training

Please note that Dr. Pushpa Ravindranayagam and
Dr. Phil Kyaw will continue to provide treatment to
patients through the acute, urgent care, transition
care program and residential aged care services at
Beaufort and Skipton Health Service. There are no
changes to the Beaufort Allied Health Services, which
will remain as:

Physiotherapy

Tuesdays (9am-3:30pm)
Thursdays
(8:30am – 12midday)

Podiatry

Mondays (9am - 2pm)
Wednesdays (9am - 4pm)

Diabetic Educator

Mondays (9am - 4pm)

Dietitian

Wednesdays (9am - 3:30pm)

Social Worker

Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays
(9am - 4pm)

Occupational
Therapist

Tuesdays - Thursdays
(9am - 3:30pm)

*PLEASE NOTE THAT ACCESS TO ALL ALLIED
HEALTH SERVICES DO NOT REQUIRE GP REFERRAL.

A training day for Personal Care Workers was
held recently at the Skipton Campus with fourteen
participants in attendance. Areas covered on the
day included training in effective documentation,
medications, the deteriorating patient and palliative
care. The success of these workshops has assured
more workshops are planned for the future.
Student nurses expressed their positive feedback
recently after working across acute, residential care
and community nursing at both campuses. They very
much appreciated being involved with, in their words
‘warm, friendly and high skilled teams.’
Thanks for your support, the Education Team will
continue to keep you updated on our progress.

Beaufort Allied Health Services Available:
Appointments

It looks like another exciting year for the Care of
the Older Person (COOPs) program, with over
60 graduate and experienced nurses participating
from across eight organisations. This program
will help ensure we reach the standards of care for
those in our communities needing important aged
care services.

It is also exciting for us to launch our new ‘Leadership
Training’ program which will offer valuable and
practical leadership development for our leadership
team and emerging leaders.

BEAUFORT CAMPUS

Service

The 2020 Graduate Nurses are off to a flying start
with the launch of our first ever Enrolled Graduate
Nurse Program which is in collaboration with East
Grampians Health Service. This program will
continue to offer participants some valuable learning
and experience.

Some other important and notable developments
within the area of education and training include:
Workshops for specialised training in areas such as
Personal Care Workers, Care of Self and Others and
Family Violence.

Wednesdays
(8:30am - 3:30pm)
Podiatry

EDUCATION NEWS

Personal Care Workers training day

Kim Stevens
Learning and Development Manager

BEAUFORT NURSING HOME REFURBISHMENT PROGRESS
The refurbishment of the Beaufort Nursing Home is
one step closer to completion with the hand-over of
the first two rooms.
These rooms have been refreshed to make them
more comfortable and modern for our residents with
new paintwork, floor coverings and the installation of
new joinery.
We are excited to receive the next stage of rooms
in the coming weeks, and will keep our community
posted on their progress.
Mary Cushing, Director of Clinical Services, inspects the new joinery in the
Beaufort Nursing Home

